Connecting Others to Hesus

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY May 21, 2017
Last in a four-week series ©2017 Scott L. Engle

Acts 1:6-8 (CEB)

% As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to
restore the kingdom to Israel now?”

7Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set
by his own authority.” * Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.”

Acts 3:1-10 (CEB)

Peter and John were going up to the temple at three o’clock in the afternoon, the
established prayer time. > Meanwhile, a man crippled since birth was being carried in.
Every day, people would place him at the temple gate known as the Beautiful Gate so he
could ask for money from those entering the temple. * When he saw Peter and John
about to enter, he began to ask them for a gift. * Peter and John stared at him. Peter
said, “Look at us!” > So the man gazed at them, expecting to receive something from
them. ®Peter said, “I don’t have any money, but I will give you what I do have. In the
name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, rise up and walk!” ” Then he grasped the man’s
right hand and raised him up. At once his feet and ankles became strong. * Jumping up,
he began to walk around. He entered the temple with them, walking, leaping, and
praising God. ° All the people saw him walking and praising God. '° They recognized
him as the same one who used to sit at the temple’s Beautiful Gate asking for money.
They were filled with amazement and surprise at what had happened to him.

God has called us to his work, not merely our own.

What are we doing here? What is this all about? The expansion, the ChurchOne
campaign, the changes to the Sanctuary, and so on. Why? What is the point?

It is easy to see all this as merely being for ourselves: our comfort, our experience, our
families, our kids. But it isn’t. It can’t be. Before Jesus returned to the Father, he left
quite explicit instructions that still shape our decisions and actions today:

e  Make disciples of all peoples
e  Baptize them
e Be witnesses to the Good News about Jesus across the globe

Jesus also taught us to care for others, to make love concrete and substantial. We are,
he said, to feed the hungry, clothe naked, care for the sick, visit the prisoners — in other
words, we are to do all we can to enact God’s kingdom here and now.

All this is what we mean by mission. It is all that takes us outside ourselves, beyond our
needs and our hopes. Mission is about others - telling them in word and deed about
Jesus and ensuring their basic needs are met.

Regrettably, we often chop “mission” into two concepts, and then treat them as a
choice, an “or.” Say the word “mission” to some Christians and they immediately think
of making disciples, the so-called Great Commission of Matthew 28:19 and being Jesus’
witnesses (Acts 1:8). Others, however, will take “mission” to mean feeding the hungry,
providing for the poor, and so on.

We must guard against this. If we concern ourselves only with disciple-making and
neglect those who lack even the basics of life, then how are we truly emulating Christ?
But if we provide food and clothing, yet do not tell the person of God’s love revealed in
Jesus Christ, we are ignoring what matters most. We are to proclaim and to feed. We
are to teach and to clothe. Both, together, constitute living the mission. As we go from



Judea to Samaria and to the ends of the earth, we go with a Bible in one hand and a
hammer in the other.

Witnesses

We are so used to hearing Jesus’ instructions about disciple-making and witnessing,
that we can blinded to what is on the page. Jesus doesn’t say, “Go and save souls,” or
“Go and make believers.” Jesus knows that soul-saving and believer-making is God’s
work, not ours. But Jesus does tell his disciples to make more disciples, to carry the
Good News across the globe.

It is important to remember that the word “disciple” has a specific meaning. It doesn’t
mean those who love Jesus. You can love Jesus and not be a disciple. Rather, a disciple
of Jesus or of anyone else is someone who is learning to be like the master. More so
than “student” or “learner,” the word “apprentice” gets us closest to the true meaning
of “disciple.” Apprentices, in any vocation, are those who are consciously striving,
learning, and practicing to be like the master to whom they are apprenticed. This
apprenticeship encompasses every part of the apprentice’s being: her head, her heart,
and her hands.

Certainly, disciples of Jesus love their Master and have faith in their Master, but they
also share the desire to be Christlike. Making the decision to believe in Jesus, as we
often put it, is not the same as making a decision to emulate Jesus. Every disciple of
Jesus has not only made the first decision but the second as well. Further, at St.
Andrew, our vision statement calls us to be disciples who are passionate servants.

Peter’s healing of the man outside the temple is much more than a kindness or even an
enactment of God’s kingdom, in which there are no crippled. Peter’s act is a powerful
witness to God’s power and love. We may not make the lame walk as Peter did, but we
too are called to proclaim to the world that, indeed, there is a God who loves us all, so
much so that he gave his only son for us, so that we might be truly reconciled to God
and to one another.

An empowered heart

Blessedly, we are not alone in this work, and we have more than simply one another.
We have been given the power of the Holy Spirit, the power of God. Look again at
today’s reading from Acts 1. Jesus not only gives his disciples a mandate, he gives them
the power to accomplish it. As Jesus had promised them on the eve of his crucifixion,
the Spirit, the Comforter and Advocate, would come to Jesus’ disciples weeks later at
Pentecost. The Spirit would be God’s empowering presence in their lives and work.
And the world would be forever changed.

God’s Holy Spirit dwells in all those who have faith in Jesus Christ. It is the Spirit who
reshapes our hearts and minds. It is the Spirit who convicts us when we turn inward to
the exclusion of others. It is the Spirit who works with us to foster an ever-growing
desire in our hearts to proclaim Christ and to serve others.

The UMC Book of Discipline states that “The mission of the Church is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by proclaiming the good
news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor,
thus seeking the fulfillment of God’s reign and realm in the world.”

St. Andrew UMC is every bit as much a part of that work as the disciples who gathered
in Jerusalem nearly 2,000 years ago. This church began thirty years ago with a handful
in a living room and now consists of more than 7,000 people anxious to spread the
Good News, to invite, to welcome, to share, to connect. May God’s grace wash through
all that we do . . . to his glory!



Questions for Discussion and Reflection

1. What are some concrete steps our congregation could take to help us all be bolder
in being the light to the world? How can we help each other?

2. What have you done today to witness to Jesus Christ? In the last month? In the last
year? What will you do?

3. We witness to God in our service to others. What distinguishes our service from
the service provided by secular groups such as the Kiwanis?

Daily Bible Readings

This week: Being the light to the world - in every sense.

Monday, Isaiah 2:2-4 Out of Jerusalem will come the word of the Lord.

Tuesday, Isaiah 42:5-6 & 49:6 Israel (the people of God) is to be the light to the world.

Wednesday, Acts 2 The Day of Pentecost and the growth of the first church in
Jerusalem

Thursday, Acts 10 The conversion of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion; Paul invites
Gentiles into the family of God

Friday, Ephesians 5:6-20 We are children of the light and we are to live accordingly.

Saturday, James 2:14-26 Witnesses to Jesus must show their faith in their actions

Scott Engle’s Weekday Bible Classes
Join us whenever you can. Each week’s lesson stands on its own.

This is very “drop-in.” Bring something to eat if you like. Bring a study Bible.

On occasion Scott has to cancel class, so if you are coming for the first time, you can
check www.scottengle.org to make sure the class is meeting.

Monday Evening Class
We have recently begun our journey through the book of Exodus.
Meets from 7:00 to 8:15 in Piro Hall

Tuesday Lunchtime Class
We have recently begun our journey through the story of Esther.
Meets from 11:45 to 1:00 in Piro Hall

Scott’s 10:50 Sunday Class in Festival Hall

This is a large, lecture-oriented class open to all ages.

Our current series: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: The Kings of Israel



