Hi,
This may be unlike any spring we’ve experienced, but nonetheless, we remain Christ’s, born anew in him.
Here are today’s updates:
· In my Sunday class at 12:00 noon we’ll be talking about the evidence for the resurrection. On my Facebook page, of course. If you have trouble viewing the Facebook Live account without an account, here is some help. However, without an account, you will not be able to comment or ask questions.
· The links to my on-line classes, the video recordings of the classes, the class audio podcasts, and the archive of these daily emails can all be found at www.scottengle.org. All of this week’s classes are now posted and ready for viewing.
· If you have any movie or book recommendations you’d like to share with everyone, please send them along.
Here is the fifth in this seven-part series on the Apostles’ Creed, what we believe and why it matters:
“I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, . . .”
John 16:7–14 (NRSV)
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
The Apostles’ Creed is about as simple and straightforward a statement of essential Christian beliefs as there is. Nonetheless, there are many Christians who don’t really understand all of what they are affirming, why they are doing so, and what difference it makes. When we come to the Holy Spirit, there is a lot of misunderstanding and confusion that needs to be swept away. So, here’s a few Holy Spirit FAQ’S:
The Holy Spirit: Just the FAQ’s
Exactly what is the Holy Spirit?
Yikes! First, the Holy Spirit is not a “what,” but a “who.” You too are not a “what” but a “who,” a person. The Holy Spirit is a person. Look, for example, at the above passage from John 16. I’ve underlined all the personal pronouns that refer to the Holy Spirit, aka the Advocate. The Spirit is no less a person than you and I are persons. 
In the Bible, the Spirit searches, knows, teaches, dwells, accomplishes, gives life, cries out, bears witness, has desires, is grieved, helps, intercedes, works all things together, strengthens, and is lied to. These are not verbs we apply to chairs or to electricity. The Holy Spirit is not akin to the Force of Star Wars; the Spirit is a person, a Holy Who! Don’t be misled by the fact that the Bible uses images like doves, wind, or fire in reference to the Spirit. Such images illustrate something about the Spirit to us, but that is all. After all, Scripture refers to God as a “rock” and Jesus as a “door.”
But is the Spirit more like an angel or more like God?
The Holy Spirit is not an angel. Angels are created beings that are neither human nor divine. In Scripture, God uses angels as his messengers. Like you and me, angels are persons, though not divine.
And the Spirit is not merely “like God,” the Holy Spirit is God, fully and completely, though not all of God. The Spirit is God in exactly the same manner as Jesus is God and the Father is God. These persons, the three “who’s” of the Trinity, comprise the one God, who is not divisible, for God is one.
Does the Holy Spirit have a name?
The name most commonly used by the New Testament writers is “the Holy Spirit.” However, the Holy Spirit is also called “the Spirit,” “the Spirit of God,” “the Spirit of the Lord,” “the Spirit of Christ,” “the Paraclete,” “the Spirit of Jesus,” and “the Spirit of his Son.”
I suppose it would be easier to think of the Spirit as a person if the Spirit were named Tom or Sally. But those are names given by humans to other humans. The Spirit is a person, but not a human person. Don’t let the seemingly impersonal nature of the word “spirit” mislead you. The Holy Spirit of God is very personal indeed.
What does the Spirit do?
Gordon Fee, the most prominent Pentecostal NT scholar, came up with just the right phrase to describe the Spirit’s work. The Spirit is the “empowering presence of God.” For example, look at the above passage from Isaiah. I’ve underlined a few key phrases that directly relate the presence of God to the Spirit of God.
Jesus does the same thing. On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus told his disciples that he was leaving, but it was ok and even better, because God would send his Holy Spirit to be with them. God would still be with them, but it would be his Spirit, not Jesus. Jesus would still be with them, but it would be his Spirit.
The Spirit is God with us every day. It is the Spirit who empowers and strengthens us. It is the Spirit who comforts us. It is the Spirit who lifts up to the Father the prayers that we can’t even articulate ourselves. If you believe that God is helping you through a crisis, it is the Spirit who is the helper. It is the Spirit who opens people’s hearts so they can hear the Good News. It is the Spirit who is God-doing with us and for us every day.
It is the Holy Spirit who gathers us together for worship. Indeed, it is the Holy Spirit who has formed us into the fellowship that we call the Church, the holy catholic church. And it is the Spirit who sustains us in this community of believers.
The holy, catholic church
Ok . . . are we affirming somehow that we are covert Roman Catholics? No. The word “catholic” simply means “universal.” Thus, for example, the NT letters that aren’t directed to any person or church in particular are sometimes referred to as the “catholic epistles” or “universal letters.”
In this three-word phrase, we are affirming that there is a Church, a universal community of believers, and that it is set apart for God, i.e., “holy.” Though none of these affirmations are very controversial, it is worth exploring each of them.
The universal Church
Simply put, the Church, aka the Body of Christ, is the worldwide community of believers, encompassing not only the living, but the believers who have died. We gather in churches to worship, to pray, to care for one another, and to go about the work given us by Christ. But the Church is not the buildings, it is the people. The Church includes believers of all the various denominations, large and small, including: United Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Southern Baptist, Lutheran, the Church of Christ, and so on.
There are many images of “the Church” in the Bible. It is we who are God’s sheep, protected and cared for by the Good Shepherd. We are also, as Paul puts it, the Body of Christ. We are his eyes and his hands and his feet in this world. We are a fellowship that was formed by God, in the person of his Holy Spirit, and is sustained by that same Spirit. Indeed, Paul refers to us as God’s temple, in whom God’s Spirit dwells. We are, as Peter puts it, a “chosen race, a holy nation  . . . God’s own people.” And there is only one thing that we have in common, our faith, i.e., our trust, in Jesus Christ. Faith in Jesus Christ is our one and only badge of membership, not race or gender or geography, nor our obedience to a set of rules nor our conformity to a particular set of doctrines.
A holy Church
To say that God is “holy” is to say that God is, well, God. It is God who is inherently holy in himself; all other holiness is derived from God. Holiness is not an attribute of God. As Aulen put it, “holiness is the foundation on which the whole conception of God rests.” Because God is just and good and righteous, because God is love, there is an ethical and moral dimension to holiness.
Just as we are called to be holy individuals, encompassing purity, social justice, and morality, we, as the community of believers, are called to be holy. As the Dictionary of Biblical Imagery puts it:
It is also possible for communities to be holy. Thus Israel is called to be a holy people (Exodus 19:6; Leviticus 19:2), meaning on the one hand that they are to be different and distinct from other peoples on the basis of their relationship with Yahweh. But there is an added ethical dimension here: there is to be a moral difference in Israel. As a holy people, Israel is to reflect the moral holiness of Yahweh its God. Similarly, members of Paul’s churches are called “the saints.” They are to be holy in character, and their behavior is to reflect their inspiration by the Holy Spirit.
Why go to church?
In closing, I want to address a question that is posed to me too often. It usually goes something like this: “I believe in Jesus, but why should I have to go to church? Can’t I love Jesus just as well in my living room?” I understand where the question comes from, particularly in our individualistic society.
But there is a reason that Bishop N. T. Wright writes, “it is as impossible, unnecessary, and undesirable to be a Christian all by yourself as it is to be a newborn baby all by yourself,” for all those who have faith in Christ are born anew, new creations born into God’s creation, the Church. As another wise and informed Christian, whose name escapes me, wrote, “There is no healthy relationship with Jesus without a relationship to the Church.” To put it another way, we can’t expect to have a healthy relationship with Jesus without a relationship with his Body. And to put a finer edge on the theology, all believers are part of the Body of Christ, whether they are present or absent.
You see, we humans are built for community. We are made in the image of God, who is, in his very being, inherently relational, an eternal loving fellowship of three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thus, it is in community with one another, believer to believer, that we discover all that God hopes for us and provides to us. It is in the midst of other believers, that we can find the meaning, the purpose, the joy, and the peace that we all seek.
Movie recommendations
Glenn Silva sent in a recommendation: True Grit, starring John Wayne as Rooster Cogburn. So, here’s something to try. Watch the version with John Wayne and then the recent True Grit, starring Jeff Bridges. (Compare and contrast in two double-spaced pages. )
Book recommendation
Here’s something different and completely appropriate to our time: Innumeracy: Mathematical Illiteracy and Its Consequences by John Allen Paulos. It is still in print available on Amazon. His illustration of the difference between a million and a billion and a trillion is worth the price of the book, esp. when politicians start throwing around money. It is a small unintimidating book of just more than a hundred pages and has been on my bookshelf for more than thirty years.
‘til tomorrow, grace and peace,
Scott
