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Luke 24:1-12 (NRSV)

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the
spices that they had prepared. *They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, *but
when they went in, they did not find the body. *While they were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. *The women were terrified
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. ‘Remember how he told you,
while he was still in Galilee, “that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and
be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” *Then they remembered his words, *and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. '"Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them
who told this to the apostles. ''But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they
did not believe them. ?But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.

Gt may be the “Time of “Usrus, but . . . Alleluial Ft is Easter! Christ bas risen!
Easter Monday

What must Monday morning have been like for Jesus’ disciples? On Friday afternoon,
Jesus had been crucified by the Romans and the disciples had gone into hiding, fearful
of being swept up by the Romans. Then, on Sunday, some of the women who had gone
to finish laying Jesus’ body out for burial had come telling amazing stories about an
empty tomb and a living Jesus. And then . . . on Sunday evening Jesus had come to the
disciples himself . . . alive. In the flesh. Not a ghost. Not even like someone brought
back from the dead. No, Jesus had been bodily resurrected.' He was himself, though
not quite the same as before. Not a ghost; but the resurrected alive-again walking
talking Jesus. He could appear inside a closed room, but it was still Jesus.

Surely, they awoke on Easter Monday joyful and confused, excited and bewildered.
Joyful and excited because Jesus, their beloved master and teacher, lived. Confused and
bewildered because none of it made any sense to them. The resurrection of the dead
was part of a larger package — Messiah, liberation, victory, judgment, the bodily
resurrection of the dead, God’s return, the new heavens and new earth, and more. The
Jews often referred to this whole package as the “Day of the Lord” and its coming
meant the arrival of God’s kingdom and the fulfillment of all God’s promises. It meant
the beginning of Heaven-on-Earth.

So ... try to imagine for a moment that you are Peter. You wake up on Easter Monday,
perhaps half expecting that you'll stumble outside to find the resurrection of the rest of
the dead underway and Jesus sitting in triumph over all Judea. But you quickly realize
that the world on Monday looks pretty much as it did on Sunday and Saturday and
Friday and Thursday. The dead are still in their graves (with the exception of Jesus).

'Like most first-century Jews, the disciples believed that when the long-promised Day of the Lord arrived,
all the dead would be resurrected. This is not “resuscitation,” which is returning to life only to go on to die
at alater time, like being yanked back to life on the operating table. And it has nothing to do with ghosts or
other spirits. “Resurrection” (anastasis in the Greek) was a word that meant passing through death to a
new bodily (truly physical) and eternal life on the other side. Lazarus was resuscitated, having been
brought back from the dead, but still going on to age and to die. Jesus of Nazareth, on the hand, was
resurrected by God. Jesus passed through death to the other side. He lives still, and not just in our hearts or
in the pages of Scripture - he lives, bodily, in God’s place, God’s dimension, God’s Kingdom. And,
Hallelujah, God promises the same future for those who entrust themselves to Jesus.



There is still plenty of sickness and tragedy. The Romans still stand watch over the
temple. To all outward appearances, the world was unchanged and the Day of the Lord
had not arrived. But, of course, Peter also knew that Jesus had been resurrected the day
before. What did it mean??!!

God’s Future Now

What it meant was that God’s future had arrived. God’s kingdom had come. It was the
time of New Creation. It was the long-awaited Day of the Lord . . . granted, it wasn’t
playing out like Peter or any other Jew expected, but it couldn’t be anything else.
Regardless of what it looked like, Jesus’ resurrection could mean only one thing -- the
resurrection of the dead had begun.” We can’t know whether Peter thought that the
playing out of the whole Day of the Lord package would last an instant or a day or a
week or a month or longer. But however long it would take to complete, Jesus’
resurrection meant that it had started. And what God starts is as good as done. No
doubt about that.

Even now, this isn’t any easier for us to understand than it was for Peter and the others.
We live in a world filled with sickness and tragedy. The dead are still in their graves.
Our own eyes can tell us that what began with Jesus is still not complete. Yes, God’s
victory has been won, but the mopping up work goes on. We struggle to define the
words to describe how God’s kingdom, Heaven-on-Earth, has come already but not yet.
Words fail us - but the truth remains. Jesus was resurrected.

The fact that it has now been 2,000 years since Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t change the
meaning of Easter nor does it change the final outcome. Decades after the first Easter,
the writer of 2 Peter would caution the Christians that a day for the Lord is like a
thousand years for us (2 Peter 3:8). In other words, God will bring about the
consummation of his kingdom according to his schedule, not ours. We can safely bet

How can we be “raised with Christ”?

In 1 Corinthians, Paul refers to Christians as having been raised with Christ.
But how can we be resurrected with Jesus when we haven’t even died yet?
Good question.

But he means exactly what he says. For Paul, it is as real as the chair you are
sitting in. How could it have happened and yet still be coming?

We have a bit of experience with such a notion. We once spoke of marriages
as being consummated. Though the bridal couple might be pronounced
husband and wife at 3pm, the marriage wasn't “official” until it had been
consummated later by the couple’s sexual union. If there was no such union,
then there had been no marriage; the couple’s subsequent separation
wouldn’t be a divorce but an annulment, which is the recognition that there
never had been a marriage.

Thus, if you asked the couple at their reception immediately after the
wedding, “Are you married?” They could legitimately reply “yes” and “not
yet.” Until the consummation, the couple would be in a kind of “in between”
time.

Now, that illustration is a mere shadow of what Paul claims. With the death
and resurrection of Jesus, God’s kingdom, his new world, has come already,
but not yet. Though the consummation (our own bodily resurrection) lies yet
ahead, God’s people are already part of this new world. What is true of Jesus,
is true of us. As Tom Wright puts it in his commentary on Colossians, “You
died with the Messiah, so you don’t belong in the old world any more ... You
were raised with the Messiah, so you possess a true life in God’s new world.”

Granted, we don't feel like it much of the time, but believing something that
is true even when you don't feel like it is faith. My wife, Patti, may not always
feel like | love her, but | do. You are a new person in Christ, even if you don’t
feel like it or have much to show for it yet.

2A little more than twenty years later, Paul would describe Jesus as the “first-fruits” of the resurrection, the
first to be harvested in a harvest that had begun and would one day be completed.



that it took a long time for Peter and the others to come to grips with this. Even now,
many persons never do.

The Easter Challenge

We tend to diminish the meaning of Easter in two ways. First, we sometimes make the
mistake of seeing the resurrection as no more than a demonstration of God’s power,
perhaps the greatest “miracle” ever but little more than that. Second, we might think of
the resurrection as Jesus proving something about what will happen to us after we die,
showing us the “way to heaven” as it were. The problem is that both of these meanings
short-change Easter. For the New Testament writers, Jesus’ resurrection meant that the
kingdom of God had arrived and that it was time for the people of God to get to work
being the light of the world and the salt of the earth, feeding the poor and clothing the
naked, making disciples of all nations.

Hence, when Paul concludes his glorious chapter on the resurrection in his letter to the
Corinthians, he doesn’t say, “Jesus has been raised and God’s victory won, so have faith
and you'll get to heaven.” Instead, Paul writes, “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast,
immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Our work to be Jesus’ witnesses to the ends of the earth, to make disciples of Jesus, to
feed and to clothe, all the ways that we outlive our lives is, quite simply, work that can
never be in vain. We are working toward to a sure and certain outcome, and we
participate in that outcome even now. Can we build Heaven-on-Earth as God’s people
empowered by his Spirit? No. The consummation of God’s work is, well, God’s work.
Christ will return, bringing with him the final restoration and renewal of the cosmos.
But we can, even now, build for this Heaven-on-Earth, ensuring that the world can see
the light of Christ in us and in all we do.

Easter is a very public proclamation that God has acted decisively in human history to
rescue us and to renew all of creation. God has called us to build for his kingdom as we
confidently await its final consummation. And, thankfully, God is with us in this. God’s
Spirit enables us to do the work that God has given, refreshing us in our prayers, in our
worship, and in our serving. God’s new creation has begun, and we are summoned to
be part of it. Alleluia. Christ is risen indeed!

Scott Engle’s Bible Classes

Monday Evening Class
A study of Matthew’s Gospel
Meeting on-line at 3pm Monday on Scott’s Facebook page. Search for “Scott Engle.”

Tuesday Lunchtime Class
A study of Genesis
Meeting on-line at 11:45am Tuesday on Scott’s Facebook page. Search for “Scott Engle”.

About the weekday classes:

Join us whenever you can. Each week’s lesson stands on its own. This is very “drop-
in.” Bring something to eat if you like, wear your pj’s.-- we're on-line now so who'd
even know. Have a Bible handy.

Both classes are now recorded and are available each week in my new podcast at
scottengle.podbean.com. They are also available on Apple podcasts. Search by my
name, “Scott Engle”.

Scott’s Sunday Class
Meeting on Sunday at noon on Scott’s Facebook page. Search for “Scott Engle”.



