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Facing the Storm 
22nd Weekend in Kingdomtide – October 15/16, 2005 

Sermon Background Study 

[Joseph is the youngest of Jacob’s twelve sons and he is Jacob’s favorite. The symbol of this favoritism is a 
coat of many colors that Jacob gave to Joseph. His brothers were very, very jealous.] 

Genesis 37:15-24, 28; 50:19-21 
He [Joseph] came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 

“What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing 
the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So 
Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before 
he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this 
dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 
animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard 
it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed 
no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue 
him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they 
stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him 
into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. . . 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they 
drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 
And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

[After many years and many difficulties, the resilient Joseph 
rose to be the chief administrator of all Egypt, saving his own 
family from starvation. His brothers fear that Joseph will use 
his power to avenge their treatment of him.] 

19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 
the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm 
to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; 
I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

When we step out of the boat, we are often stepping into 
a storm. Disciples are to be resilient, persevering in the 

face of difficulties and the unexpected. We are to be 
committed, not compromising. Disciples are to push on, 

keeping our eyes focused on Christ in all things. 

I have always been a fan of roadrunner cartoons. Talk 
about persevering. Wiley Coyote never gives up. Of course 
he never succeeds, but he never gives up either. If you too 
are a fan, you probably can picture those occasions when 
Wiley Coyote runs off a cliff in hot pursuit. All is well 
until he looks down. Until he realizes where he is, Wiley 
stays airborne – and then he falls to earth far below. 
When my son, Matt, was a small boy he hated crossing a 
bridge with slats that enabled him to see below. Like 
Wiley Coyote, Matt was fine until he looked down. 

When Peter saw Jesus on the water, with great hope he 
called out to his Lord and, when commanded, with great 
trust he climbed out of the boat. But then he realized 
where he was. He was walking on the Sea of Galilee amid 
rising waves and wind!?? Like Wiley Coyote, Peter looked 
down and sank like a rock. 

Joseph 
Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was 
the father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of 
twelve sons, from whom God would grow 
the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph was the 
youngest of the twelve sons. If you’ve seen 
the musical, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, you know the 
basics of the story. 

Joseph’s life begins with great hope. He 
has a gift for dreams that reveal much. He 
is his father’s favorite. Jacob gives him a 
beautiful coat and frees him from the hard 
work assigned to his eleven brothers. But 
there is a darkness present as well. 
Jacob’s favoritism and Joseph’s dreams 
create an explosive family situation. 

The brothers’ envy and anger eventually 
boil over. They consider killing the boy. 
Though they, instead, sell him to some 
passing Ishmaelites, it is tantamount to 
killing him. 

Joseph ends up a servant to the captain of 
Pharaoh’s guard, Potiphar. Joseph has to 
reject the sexual advances of Potiphar’s 
wife, who accuses Joseph of trying to rape 
her and has him tossed into prison. Yet, 
Joseph presses on, eventually rising to 
become chief administrator of Pharaoh’s 
empire. Joseph’s dreams reveal to him that 
there will soon be a lengthy famine. Armed 
with this foreknowledge, Joseph not only 
saves Egypt from starvation, but, in the 
end, his own family, who come to Egypt in 
search of food. 

God had made good come from the evil act 
of the eleven brothers. The twelve tribes of 
Israel would be preserved through the 
brothers’ treachery. 



Life’s storms 

In his book, John Ortberg1 spends a lot of time with the story of Joseph, which is one of the longest and 
most detailed in the Bible. It is a story of resilience and perseverance. Despite being sold into slavery 
and tossed into prison, Joseph presses on. He doesn’t let the storms of his own life overwhelm him, at 
least not for long. He doesn’t compromise his values or give in to temptation. The truth is that we are 
all confronted with storms. The question is only how we will respond. 

Charles Stokes passed on to me an e-mail from a member of the congregation containing part of a Rick 
Warren interview. As you probably know, Rev. Warren is founder of a huge church in California and 
author of the best-selling book, The Purpose-Driven Life. Here is part of what he had to say: 

“This past year has been the greatest year of my life but also the toughest, with my wife, Kay, getting 
cancer. I used to think that life was hills and valleys - you go through a dark time, then you got to the 
mountaintop, back and forth. I don't believe that anymore. Rather than life being hills and valleys, I 
believe that it's kind of like two rails on a railroad track, and at all times you have something good and 
something bad in your life. No matter how good things are in your life, there is always something bad that 
needs to be worked on. And no matter how bad things are in your life, there is always something good 
you can thank God for. You can focus on your purposes, or . . .  you can focus on your problems. If you 
focus on your problems, you're going into self-centeredness, which is ‘my problem, my issues, my pain.’ 
But one of the easiest ways to get rid of pain is to get your focus off yourself and onto God and others. 
We discovered quickly that in spite of the prayers of hundreds of thousands of people, God was not going 
to heal Kay or make it easy for her. It has been very difficult for her, and yet God has strengthened her 
character, given her a ministry of helping other people, given her a testimony, drawn her closer to Him 
and to people.” 

If, as Rick Warren suggests, we think of life as two rails of the railroad track, Joseph’s life was busy on 
both rails. More was thrown at Joseph than will confront most of us, yet Genesis repeatedly tells us that 
“the LORD was with Joseph.” Through the good and the bad, Joseph never gave in to his fears. He was 
not focused on his problems, but on his purpose. In this, he was unlike Peter. When Peter stepped out 
of the boat, “he saw the wind, and was afraid” (Matthew 14:30). Joseph however, pressed on. When he 
was hauled before Pharaoh and told to interpret Pharaoh’s dream, Joseph knew that he wouldn’t 
interpret the dream by his own powers, but only through God. By staying focused upon God and not 
the storms, Joseph was able to rise to prominence, saving Egypt, his own family, and the future of Israel. 

Focusing on Jesus 

Peter walks on water for a few moments. But when he takes his focus off Jesus, he sinks. Surely, we all 
see our own story in this. We know that we ought to keep our eyes focused upon Jesus rather then upon 
the storms of our lives. We all want to. But how? It is all well and good to say, “Stay focused on Jesus!,” 
but our chaotic and demanding lives so often seem to derail our best intentions. You might ask yourself, 
“What was the longest time I’ve gone without thinking of Jesus even once?” 

Ortberg urges us to use a few concrete reminders or rituals that will help us to focus upon Jesus every 
day and in all things. For example, he keeps on his desk a nail that is similar to those that might have 
been used on the cross. I’ve, at times, carried in my pocket a small stone that I got at a baptism 
remembrance service here at St. Andrew. People memorize Scripture verses that they can bring to mind 
during the day. Ortberg tells of a business associate who always puts a picture of his family on top of the 
hotel television when he travels so he doesn’t watch the adult movies. Frank Laubach whispers “God” or 
“Jesus” as he glances at people so that he might remember that we are all made in God’s image. He even 
places an empty chair at the dinner table to remind himself of the presence of Christ! 

These might seem like crutches or tricks, but we are not strong people. We are like Peter. In the battles 
of life we forget that God is with us in all things and strengthens us in all that we do (Philippians 4:13). 
The risks makes us timid and unsure. It is all too easy to “see the wind,” to lose focus, to lose hope. The 
storms seem to blow us away from Jesus. But if they do, it is only because we let them. Christians have 
always used rituals or practices or “tricks” to help us stay focused upon the LORD. You might try one or 
two for the next thirty days and then ask yourself again, “When was the longest time I’ve gone without 
thinking of Jesus in the last month?” I bet you’ll find that it was when you were sleeping! 

                                                 
1Ortberg’s book, If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat is the inspiration for this sermon series. I hope you’ll 
find the time to read it. Copies are available in Inspiration, the St. Andrew bookstore. 



Daily Bible Readings 
(the entire Joseph narrative – Terence Fretheim’s outline) 

Before reading each passage, take a few minutes to get a sense of the context.  Your study bible 
should help.  Jot down a few questions that come to mind from your reading of the passage. 
Day 1    Genesis 37-38  Joseph and his brothers; 
Tamar and Judah 

Day 2    Genesis 39-41  Joseph, God, and 
success; Joseph and the interpretation of 
dreams; Joseph’s rise to power 

Day 3    Genesis 42-44  Joseph meets his 
brothers; The second journey to Egypt; Joseph’s 
final test 

Day 4    Genesis 45:1 – 47:26  Joseph makes 
himself known; The descent into Egypt 

Day 5    Genesis 47:27 – 50:26  The emergence 
of unified Israel 

Weekly Prayer Concerns 



Sermon Notes 
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Questions for Discussion and Reflection 

We’ve all been through difficult times and events in our lives. You might share a few stories about your 
relationship with God in those times. Did you feel like God was near or far? Were you angry with God? 
What advice would you give another Christian about getting through the storms? What do you think of 
Ortberg’s advice to stay focused on Jesus rather than the storm? Does he seem to urge denial of the 
difficulty or hardship? Have you ever felt like God let you down because you didn’t get the answer to 
prayer that you wanted or just because it seemed that God should have lifted the burden from you? 

What are some practical ways you could go about helping yourself to stay more focused upon Jesus – 
every day, at work, home, and play? What will you commit to doing differently for thirty days? 

John Ortberg challenges us to consider the following: 

• “What role have problems played in your growth in the past?” 

• “What problem brings you the biggest concern these days? What is it exactly that you’re afraid 
might happen as a result of this problem?” 

• “How would you describe your resiliency factor?” 

• “In times of problems and stress, where do you find yourself most vulnerable to temptation?” 

October Book Recommendation 
The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story 

by Craig Bartholemew and Michael Goheen 
Many Christians find it difficult to make sense of the Bible. We know a lot of stories and names but can’t 

really see how they fit together in any meaningful way, or whether they even do. Who is Joshua and where 
does he fit in? What does the story of Moses and the Exodus have to do with Jesus and the Last Supper? 
Why is so much of Revelation grounded in the Old Testament? Isn’t it about the future and not the past? 

What difference does it make that Jesus was Jewish? 

Bartholemew and Goheen’s book is one of the best I’ve found at conveying the full sweep of the over-arching 
biblical narrative. Told as a six-act play, the authors take us through the complete drama told in the pages of 

Scripture and help us to find our own place in it. It is well-indexed and I recommend I highly. 

Available at Inspiration, the St. Andrew Bookstore 


